
The Bowling Green Hot Rods baseball sta-
dium is a new attraction that has brought a lot of 
excitement and entertainment to Bowling Green. 

From a gravel parking lot to the $24 million 
structure, the park was ready for action in just 
nine months, and the Hot Rods played their first 
game in the new facility on April 17.

General Manager Brad Taylor said the park 
includes a press box, luxury suites, Stadium Club, 

a picnic area, clubhouse, gift shops, offices, 4,500 
seats and a state-of-the-art scoreboard.

The Hot Rods’ scoreboard is the same size as 
the scoreboard that appears at Houchens-Smith 
Stadium at Western Kentucky University, Taylor 
said. It displays images in HD-quality, and pro-
vides advertisements and players’ statistics.

Ads may also be displayed on an LED board 
in left field. Taylor said the stadium is one of the 
few minor league parks with an LED board. 

Although New Orleans native Anthony Scelfo 
plays in the outfield at Bowling Green Ballpark, he 
would rather be behind the center taking a snap on the 
gridiron. But don’t get him wrong; he loves baseball. 

The center fielder for the Bowling Green Hot 
Rods baseball team, a Class A affiliate of the 
Tampa Bay Rays, played both football and base-
ball at Tulane University, a Division 1 school in 
New Orleans.  He played under a football schol-

arship, often starting at quarterback.  Scelfo said 
that only his height kept him from pursuing a 
professional football career.

“If I was 6-foot-2, I’d be playing football,” 
Scelfo said. “You can’t top playing one of the best 
teams in the nation in front of 97,000 or 98,000 
people.”

Even though he would prefer to play football, 
Scelfo said baseball was the right sport for him 
and his height. 
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Dark clouds threatened the baseball game 
on June 11 between the Bowling Green Hot 
Rods and the Lexington Legends as right-
handed starter Nick Barnese threw the first 
pitch at 7:05.

Eleven minutes and a half inning later, 
with Lexington holding a 1-0 lead, the 
threat turned into reality.

The rain and flooding that occurred in the 
next two hours at Bowling Green Ballpark 
forced players to the locker rooms and fans 
to congregate under the overhang.

On a dry field, the park’s drainage sys-
tem may have handled the almost three 
inches that fell. But the grounds crew had 
been dealing with downpours throughout 
the day.  After two hours of heavy rain, the 
dugouts were full of water, and water cov-
ered the entire field.

After an hour’s delay, the game was 
canceled, but few fans left because of the 
intensity of the rain, wind and lightning. 
The area was also under a tornado watch, 
according to the Hot Rods management, 
even though Western Kentucky University 
had sent a text message through cell phones, 
telling people to take cover because of a 
tornado warning.

The game was rescheduled for the next 
night as part of a doubleheader.

Although they didn’t get to watch much 

of a baseball game, many members of the 
crowd appeared to enjoy themselves. Fans 
laughed, talked, and danced, and some 
enjoyed the Thirsty Thursday promotion.

To keep guests entertained, the Hot Rods 
played music over the stadium sound sys-
tem. Hot Rods employee Laura Turner 
yelled out, “Let’s get this party started,” 
and began dancing with individuals. Scenes 
from the movie “Cars” played over the 
scoreboard as well.

Some other employees however, provid-
ed the evening’s main entertainment. After 
the huge rush to get the tarp on the field and 
to put everything away, they turned the park 
into a gigantic slip ‘n’ slide.

The crowd applauded as a few workers 
ran a mock game of baseball, pretending 
to hit a ball, run to first, and then slide on 
water-covered plastic tarp. They continued 
to do this until they slid across home plate.

Before the flood, in the first inning 
Legends outfielder Eric Suttle reached base 
on an error, stole second and then eventu-
ally scored on a double to give the Legends 
a 1-0 lead. Before the bottom half of the 
first inning started, the umpires called for a 
delay and the tarp. That was it for baseball 
that night– and the party began.

The next evening, the Hot Rods came 
back from the deficit to win the game, 4-2, 
but lost the second game of the double-
header, 6-1.
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Chante bean/jeffersonville high sChool

hot rods player anthony scelfo talks to workshoppers about how he 
came to be with the hot rods. 
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byron turner/bowling green high sChool

two hot rods players gather equipment from dugouts after a rain postponed the game on june 11.
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hot rods pitcher nick barnese prepares to release the ball to a lexington legend batter june 11.  the game was cancelled before the first 
inning was complete due to a downpour that flooded the field. 
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a member of the tarp crew at bowling green ballpark helps secure the tarp by running across it and pushing air out on june 11.
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Center fielder gives up football – reluctantly
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Fan entertainment a hit at new stadium
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the bowling green hot rods baseball field is attended to by maintenance crew. the game against the lexington legends on june 
11 was suspended until june 12 due to a thunderstorm.
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hot rods general manager brad taylor explains his job to Xposure 
participants inside the stadium. Xposure participants toured the 
stadium on june 11.

Hot Rods cool off after 
downpour suspends game
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