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Western Kentucky 
University officials are wait-
ing to see if a state board will 
go along with a recommenda-
tion that the school must pay 
$200,000 to the estate of a stu-
dent who died from an attack 
on campus six years ago.

The recommendation was 
issued by Jan West, a hear-
ing officer from the Kentucky 
Board of Claims, in May. 
She determined that WKU 
was negligent because proper 
procedures were not followed 
at the dorm where Melissa 
“Katie” Autry was attacked 
in 2003. 

The decision has to be 
approved by the Board of 
Claims to take effect.

“The family is very happy 
for this decision,” said Ben 
Crocker, an attorney for 
Autry’s estate. “This ruling 
doesn’t end the pain but has 
some closure to it.” 

If West’s recommenda-
tion is approved by the board, 
WKU may appeal.

“We are unsure about con-
testing the ruling at this point,” 
said Greg Stivers, an attor-
ney representing WKU. “It 
seems that the hearing officer 
accepted hearsay statements 
from Stephen Soules,” who 
was convicted of the crime 
in 2004. 

But Crocker said he thinks 
West made the right “fact find-
ings” in this situation. “I’m 
not surprised by her decision,” 
he said.

Autry was an 18-year-old 
freshman at WKU when she 
was raped, burned and stabbed 
in her dorm room in Poland 
Hall on May 4, 2003.  She died 
four days later in Vanderbilt 
Hospital in Nashville, Tenn. 

Soules was charged in the 
case and pleaded guilty to 
multiple felonies in 2004. He 
was convicted by a jury and is 
serving a life sentence without 
the possibility of parole. 

Lucas Goodrum was also 
charged but was acquitted by 
a jury in Owensboro in 2005.

The co-administrators 
of Autry’s estate took their 
case to the Board of Claims 
after the Kentucky Supreme 
Court determined that WKU 
has sovereign immunity from 
lawsuits.

Deborah Wilkins, chief of 
staff and general counsel for 
WKU, was out of her office 
early this week and couldn’t 
be reached for comment. 

Rising gas prices, falling consumer confi-
dence. 

Rising taxes, budget cuts. 
The twists and turns of the economy are taking 

consumers and long-time entertainment busi-
nesses, such as Beech Bend Park, for an uneasy 
ride in Bowling Green.

The economy “has indeed affected our busi-
ness,” said Beech Bend’s owner Dallas Jones. 
“As a matter of fact, it has decreased. I don’t have 
(an) exact number near me, but I can tell you that 
we’ve gone down 18 to 20 percent.”

And Jones expects things to get worse before 
they get better for the park, which has been enter-
taining guests since 1898. 

“If leaders continue to do what they are doing, I 
don’t see this turning around for years,” he said.

But there are some bright spots in the Bowling 
Green economy and at Beech Bend. 

This weekend’s 7th annual Holley NHRA 
National Hot Rod Reunion at the park is expected 
to generate $3 million for Bowling Green-Warren 
County and to attract visitors from across the 
country, said Vicki Fitch, executive director of 
the Bowling Green Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

A mangled chain link fence, a yard full of 
weeds, boarded up windows and a walking town 
hall meeting. That is what visitors to the Fair 
Street neighborhood saw during a city-sponsored 
Summer Stroll on June 15.

“We’re not New York City, but every city has 
its issues,” said Bowling Green Police Sgt. John 
Houghton of District 30, which includes the Fair 
Street area.

As part of the Stroll, a caravan of residents and 
city officials walked through the area on the west 
side of Bowling Green. The event is designed to 
create a better connection between neighborhood 
residents and officials, and to allow residents to 
air their concerns with city officials. 

Houghton encouraged residents to contact him 

by telephone and email, and he handed out his 
business cards.

Karen Foley, the city’s neighborhood action 
coordinator who helped organize the event, said 
the stroll allows residents to talk “one on one with 
elected (officials) and staff.”

“I like being the connection between residents 
and government (and to) make government less 
mysterious,” she said.

Walkers set off from the Seventh Street Baptist 
Church located on Fair Street. They continued 
down Fair Street to Woodford Street, and after 
many right turns, they made one big loop and 
ended the walk by returning to the church. 

During the walk, Greg Hee of Scott Waste 
Management stabbed at trash on the ground with 
a pole and several people handed out yellow fliers 
to residents. 
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kalie gipson/Franklin-simpson high school

strollers Jordan iverson, scott hamilton, and dog linus walk through the streets ahead of the crowd. 
The summer stroll took place on June 15.

City officals take a stroll 
toward local improvements 
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WKU awaits 
decision in 
Autry case
by byron turner
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Scary ride
Local tourist spots struggle with economic woes

See page 11 for full story
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curtis petett, 9, son of John petett, one of the West coaches, congratulates lineman kenneth Townsend (72) of Doss high school in lousiville, ky. late in the fourth 
quarter of the Best of the Bluegrass all-star game. The West won, 20-3, at houchins-smith stadium on June 12.
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Gambling plan draws mixed reactions
As Gov. Steve Beshear and the 

Kentucky state legislators buckle down 
for a fight over casino-style gambling, 
local reaction is mixed. 

The state is facing a $1 billion rev-

enue shortfall. Lawmakers have been in 
a heated battle since Beshear called a 
special session June 4.

Opponents argue the state’s consti-
tution forbids casino-style gambling. 
Some also said they are opposed to it 
for moral and religious reasons. 

“We don’t need to rely on gambling 

for anything,” said the Rev. Marian 
M. Taylor, executive director of the 
Kentucky Council of Churches, which 
strongly opposes the proposal.  

“Gambling isn’t a fair way to fund 
things,” she said.

Taylor even wrote a letter to the 
governor, lawmakers and the media 

about KCC’s opposition.  In the letter, 
the pastor insisted the Council had a 
“deep pastoral concern for the people, 
whose lives and families are affected 
negatively by gambling.”

The preacher recalled a single mother 
of seven who struggled with gambling. 
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