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“The best show you’ve never watched” is 
a phrase that though once unfamiliar will no 
doubt enter the public’s consciousness soon 
through critics and fans alike.

Every year, television shows get can-
celled. It’s a fact, and most people know 
why. Cancellation rarely has to do with criti-
cal acclaim as it does to do with viewership. 
Many of the praised, award-winning shows 
barely get five million viewers.

Despite protests, signatures and items 
sent to the network offices, television shows 
rarely get picked up based on a small but 
lively fan base. “Chuck” and “Jericho” are 
most likely the only two series with low rat-
ings ever to be picked up for another season. 
“Family Guy,” although having a similar 
situation, was renewed based off of DVD 
sales, two years after its initial cancellation.

The few shows with a small fan base that 
aren’t canceled are only picked up for the 
critical acclaim. “30 Rock” would be the 
best example of this. Although NBC places 
fourth in the network rankings, many of its 
shows such as “The Office” have become 
cult hits as well as critics’ darlings. NBC’s 
comedy block on Thursday, though low 
rated, is Emmy fodder, and that’s the only 
reason most of those shows are still on the 
air.

 I myself, cry “INJUSTICE!” almost every 
time I hear about a cancellation (though 
“According to Jim,” it was your time to go) 
of a show that deserved to stay on the air. 
My beloved “Pushing Daisies” got the axe 
midway through its second season, produc-
ing 22 episodes overall. “My Name is Earl,” 
though not a favorite of mine, did not even 
pass the 100-episode mark, something that 
practically ensures syndication.

I find it harder to even watch a show 
without realizing its imminent cancellation. 
“Life on Mars,” a U.S. remake of a British 
hit, aired on ABC during the 2008-2009 
season. Having an odd concept (man gets 
hit by a car, travels back to 1973) almost 
ensured animosity. After 17 episodes, its 

series finale aired last April.
Perhaps one of the most memorable of 

cancellations was “Arrested Development.” 
After three seasons with viewership decreas-
ing by the episode, Fox cancelled it in 2006. 
Television critics unanimously acclaimed 
the series and it immediately became a cult 
hit. However, those turned off by it didn’t 
bother, something that happens with the best 
of television.

Some people say you can judge the 
quality of a show based on its ratings (I 
argue against that with the cases of “Jon & 
Kate Plus 8” and every VH1 dating show), 
which can be valid in some cases. “House,” 
a fine show by itself, is one of Fox’s non-
reality top shows. The “CSI franchise” and 
“NCIS” are, in my opinion, decent shows 
that deserve their ratings.

But what about poor “Better Off Ted” 
or “Dollhouse”? Both are series that barely 
managed to find a footing, lucky enough to 
be renewed to gain loyal fans. “Better Off 
Ted” has been predicted to share the same 
fate as its former time slot holder, “Pushing 
Daisies”: short second season, awards and 
cancellation. “Dollhouse” a Joss Whedon 
show, has many critics scared that it will 
suffer the same fate as the last new Whedon 
show, “Firefly.”

For those of us who get overly devoted 
to a particular show, cancellation hurts more 
(I still miss you, “Freaks and Geeks”).  But, 
because networks aren’t as much devoted to 
fans as they are to other goals, it will remain 
a part of television.

However, fans can change a network. 
Whether it’s sending peanuts to CBS or buy-
ing footlongs from Subway, it can make a 
difference. Perhaps the biggest way to make 
an effort would be to watch a show. Try a 
show. Recommend a show to your friends. 
Even if it is cancelled, you can claim that 
you gave it a chance.

Actors, writers, producers, and crews all 
try to make their show good, so why not 
repay the favor? Networks may be a busi-
ness, but you can impact that business, no 
matter how small that impact may be.

Stand with your feet together, flex the 
right knee and keep the foot flexed. Kick 
your right leg out to the side at a 45-degree 
angle then rotate legs. Then jump into the 
air and land in a split! Congratulations 
you have just learned how to do the Scuba 
Hop!

Easy right? 
During the last few years, dance crazes 

have taken the nation by storm. Today, it 
seems as though new artists create instruc-
tional music in hope of boosting their 
careers. Sadly, many end up as one-hit 
wonders.

“I like them (dance fads) they’re very 
enjoyable because I like to dance” said 
Chante’ Bean of Jeffersonville, Ind.

But not all dance fads are enjoyable. 
For some dances you have to be almost 
be a gymnast just in order to do the first 
few steps. 

The most user-friendly dance crazes 
include “Crank Dat Soulja Boy”(2007) 
by Soulja Boy, “Chicken Noodle Soup” 
(2006) by Lil Mama and “The Stanky 
Leg”(2009) by The GS Boyz, which were 
popularized by Youtube.

The most recent fads cause a lot of 

thinking on the listeners’ part.  
“You’re a Jerk” (2009) by The New 

Boyz is a good example of a complicated 
dance. To execute this dance you must 
rotate hopping around on one leg and 
jumping about like a monkey. Basically, 
if you aren’t physically fit and have an 
ungodly amount of concentration this 
dance isn’t for you.

Some people find these dances new 
and innovative. In actuality, most of these 
dances are simply repeats of dance crazes 
of decades before. 

“The Cupid Shuffle” (2007) by Cupid 
and the “Cha Cha Slide” (2004) by Mr. C 
The Slide Man are merely reheated ver-
sions of  “The Electric Slide” (1976) by 
Marcia Griffiths. 

 It’s hard to say where dance crazes 
originated. But some of the most memo-
rable dance fads took place in the ’70s. 

After the release of  “Saturday Night 
Fever”(1977) the floodgates opened up for 
any and all new “hip” dances. 

It was a dance craze that not only 
affected the music people listened to but 
how they dressed.  Polyester, leather, 
medallions and platform shoes that were 
certified to make you break your ankle 
were thought to be the “gnarliest” outfits 
to ever hit the streets.

“ I was at the tail end of the twist,” 
said Neil Ralston, an instructor in the 
workshop. “I remember a lot of disco 
when I was in college. I even had a 
medallion.”

The ’80s brought dances such as The 
Prep, Poppin ‘n’ Lockin, and the Running 
Man.  Many of these dances weren’t too 
hard to execute. To Pop ‘n’ Lock all you 
needed to do was “pop” your joints out of 
your body. Then they would “lock” which 
sometimes resulted in a trip to a local 
hospital.

The slow decline of dance crazes began 
in the mid-late ’90s. The Hammer, River 
Dancing and the dreaded Macarena all 
took their claim to fame during this time 
period.

The Macarena not only attacked the 
United States but also smothered the 
world. Nowadays, this dance is used as a 
last resort for those who weren’t blessed 
with the gift of rhythm.

These dance fads are only a few that 
exist in the vault of embarrassing and 
world changing moves. Its safe to say 
that every generation had its ridiculously 
disappointing dance fads. No matter what 
age you are, you cannot escape the dance 
crazes of today.  So join the crowd and 
“Do the Stanky Leg.”

It is a terrible day for students 
across the nation when they cannot 
access information that is important to 
them. This is exactly what happened 
to students attending Metropolitan 
Nashville Public Schools and Knox 
County schools in Tennessee. 

If a student tried to access any sites 
promoting homosexuality, like web-
sites for organizations like the Human 
Rights Campaign and Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays, they 
would be met with a blocked website 
notification. 

This sickening form of viewpoint 
discrimination (the act of attacking 
one group’s message without attack-

ing the other) should not be a surprise, 
coming from a state that is notorious 
for its conservative nature and anti-gay 
legislation. But no matter how infa-
mous Tennessee’s reputation may be, 
it couldn’t beat the pressure from the 
American Civil Liberties Union and 
the unshakable statement that is the 
First Amendment. Feeling the heat, the 
school systems lifted the ban in June 
and perhaps some dignity was saved. 

Other instances of discrimination 
have occurred in other areas of the 
country. In September of 2007, 11 stu-
dents at Ponce de Leon High School in 
Florida were suspended for protesting 
actions made by the principal against a 
lesbian student.

During the spring of this year, in 
Ramona, Calif., a sixth grader’s pre-

sentation on Harvey Milk was banned 
because it “attempted to teach sex 
education.” The ACLU intervened in 
both cases.

According to the Student Press Law 
Center website, the Holmes County 
School Board in Florida had to pay 
$325,000 in attorney fees. In the latter 
case, the ACLU demanded the school 
apologize to the student and allow her 
to give her presentation.

All of these instances involve pres-
sure from the ACLU and the schools 
recanting their wrongdoings.

When will schools and their adminis-
trators understand that they cannot shelter 
their students from the world? Students’ 
behavior at these schools shows just 
how much more mature teenagers can 
be than the adults who run their lives. 

Homosexuality can be a touchy subject 
to approach, but trying to completely 
erase it from the schoolyard is discrimi-
natory and, ultimately, illegal. 

Since these schools that tried to 
ban the real world from their campus 
have failed miserably, others need to 
take notice. It is becoming impossible 
to keep even the idea of homosexual-
ity from emerging in schools. So why 
bother?

It is already difficult for students 
to grow up in this society when they 
are straight, so being gay makes it that 
much harder. Through their actions, 
schools are sending the message that 
being gay is “wrong” and the idea of 
it needs to be censored. Of course, 
school officials are entitled to their 
own opinions and ideas, but attempting 

to force them onto students is down-
right authoritative. 

When children are going through 
the school system, they are taught to 
be tolerant and appreciative of others. 
This seems to disappear once they hit 
middle school and high school.

Now, it seems that some schools 
are trying to teach their students that 
being gay is a problem. In the case of 
the website ban, the school systems 
still allowed websites that provided 
“reparative therapy” to gays. The mes-
sage sent is simple: “homosexuality is 
wrong. Here are ways to change your-
self for the better.”

The students who have stood up 
for those who have been discriminated 
against deserve applause for not being 
intolerant and narrow-minded.

“Journalism is the first rough 
draft of history.” 

Those are the eight words I 
live by.

There is nothing more breath-
taking and profound in this 
world than the stories journalists 
write. We are capable of chroni-
cling life-changing and histori-
cal events through our words. 

The 2009 Xposure Workshop 
helped me strengthen my jour-
nalistic talents and broaden my 
outlook on the journalism indus-
try.  I never knew the industry 
was so big, and in a constant 
state of change until this work-
shop.

The workshop consisted of 
many different events that gave 
me insight on the advantages 
writing has to offer. There are so 
many different areas of journal-
ism; the workshop staff made 
sure we were introduced to 
every field a journalist can take, 
to show we have many different 
options in the industry.

In order to be a journalist 
you need to be nosey, confident, 
driven, and you need a lot of 
passion for journalism. If you 
have an “I can’t do this,” “I hate 
this,” “It’s too hard” attitude, 
this field isn’t for you because 
being a journalist takes a lot of 
hard work and self-assurance.

One thing that’s really neat 
about journalists is they get the 
first scoop on almost everything, 

whether it is on crime, fashion, 
health, sports, or politics. Nearly 
everything in the world that has 
information relevant for every-
day life, journalists know first. 

Since I think I know every-
thing, being an aspiring journal-
ist and having the power to be 
the first on the scene of any form 
of breaking news is really “neat-
o” in my book. 

“It’s a way to inform people 
about things they may not know, 
and it’s fun,” said Sarah Mustian, 
a sophomore at Villa Madonna 
Academy in Villa Hills, Ky.

Xposure was indeed a great 
workshop to get an incredible 
amount of exposure to journal-
ism. I have learned so much 
through the multiple speakers, 
remarkable writing coaches and 
incredible counselors.

The workshop gave me skills 
that are vital to this world’s 
future because I am now capable 
of documenting history. 

I now believe a reporter’s 
notebook is a storybook, and 
journalists are very exquisite sto-
rytellers. The pens that journalists 
use to write down information 
are actually a way to bleed out 
life-changing information. 

I am taking away lifetime 
skills, memories, and the friend-
ship of the most powerful future 
leaders of the world – the work-
shop students.  

The annual workshop will 
keep changing the lives of 
aspiring journalists for years to 
come.
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Evolution of dance? Not a chance

POLLPEOPLE

“I think it’s the same. It’s 
just more visible than 
before.”

Courtney 
Dalcourt
Franklin 
freshman

Have you noticed an 
increase or decrease 
in racism since Obama 
has been in office?

“Increase, I think people 
have been more vocal.  Is it 
an outrage? Maybe not, but 
things do seem to come out 
more on shows and radio.”

Trae 
Hackett
Louisville 
graduate

“I would say it is probably 
about the same.”

Aaron 
Bunton
Russellville 
senior


