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Elexis Fletcher’s lifestyle is like a bunny 
that is always hopping around, going place to 
place with little breaks. 

“When I was little my mother and I used to 
move around a lot,” said Fletcher, a 17-year-
old senior at Middle College High School in 
Franklin, Tenn. “So I got the chance to live 
in a whole lot of different states.  When I was 
young I used to go to a different school every 
year. I lived in Alabama for four years, but 
I have lived in Tennessee for the past eight 

years.” 
Because she has moved around a lot, Fletcher has had the chance 

to see many clothing styles, and it is through those experiences she 
realized her desire to work in the fashion industry. 

“Well about five years ago when I opened my first issue of Vogue, 
the magazine was so amazing was just so . . . ,” Fletcher said, unable 
to explain how deeply the magazine affected her. “I think of clothes as 
wearable art. I think that it is cool that people can make a statement in 
what you wear. Every time you wear something it makes you different 
and unique.“

Fashion isn’t the only thing that Fletcher likes to do. 
 “There are many things that I like that are fun to do, like shopping, 

riding dirt bikes, fishing, mudding and reading fashion magazines,” 
Fletcher said. “I love getting the opportunities to go to small parties 
where I would know a lot of people. Many people just think that I’m 
only a girly girl, but I’m like a tomboy at heart. I like to go rock climb-
ing and things in that nature because it looks like fun to do.”

With graduation looming in December, Fletcher said she plans to 
start college in the spring. Then she’ll inch closer to her dream job of 
going to Milan to study under Giorgio Armani.

Growing up with four sisters and one broth-
er, Alexis Washington knows a thing or two 
about sisterhood. She describes her sisters as 
shaping her life thus far. 

“Growing up with three older sisters and 
one younger, I know lot,” she said. “I know 
(things) that I wouldn’t if I hadn’t had them in 
my life, such as how to be tough, girly, borrow 
clothes, and how to deal with boys.”   

Washington said the best lesson she has 
learned from her sisters, especially her older 

sisters, is that it’s important that she stands up for herself and not get 
pushed around by others. 

Even though she and her sisters sometimes argue over “stupid 
stuff,” they always take the time to acknowledge that the argument is 
stupid and later laugh about it. 

“My relationship with my sisters is easy,” Washington said. “I will 
always have someone there with me.” 

Washington is going into her sophomore year at North Hardin High 
School in Radcliff, Ky., but she said she hopes to attend the Gatton 
Academy of Mathematics and Science when she becomes a junior.  
The academy, on the WKU campus, is for high-achieving students 
from throughout the state who have an interest in math or science.

Wherever Washington finishes high school, she said she wants to 
work on her writing, a subject that she loves. 

Washington said if she could change one thing about the world, it 
would be the jealousy that people have toward one another. 

 “Jealously is such a problem with teens and fighting, and so many 
problems arise from jealously,” she said. 

Washington said one of her best qualities is her ability to make 
friends easily, which she demonstrated the first day of the workshop. 

“That ability comes from my family because they’re loud.” 
Washington often had to use her best quality to make friends since 

she moved around a lot due the fact that her dad was in the Army. She 
has lived in Germany, Georgia and Kentucky. 

Since she has been settled in Kentucky, Washington has joined the 
track team. 

Washington said if she could live by one quote for the rest of her 
life, it would be, “What comes around, goes around.”

Chante Bean believes it takes hard work, 
dedication and perseverance to lead a suc-
cessful life. 

“If you don’t have basic qualities to abide 
by in life, you will go nowhere,” the 15-year-
old said. “It takes hard work because you 
always have to work in order to achieve, ded-
ication because you have to believe in what 
you do, and perseverance because you have to 
press forward and move forth in life.”

Born in California, Bean lives in New 
Albany, Ind., where she attends Jeffersonville High School and 
stays busy with extracurricular activities. She is in the marching 
band, on the newspapers and yearbook staffs, cross country team 
and plans to join the softball team in the fall. She also manages 
the boys and girls track teams and the boys basketball team. 

 In the fall, Bean said, she plans to join Black Achievers, the 
National Honor Society and the Anchor Club. 

She said Black Achievers is for African American students 
who want to take initiative in life and get a head start on their 
future careers. With Black Achievers, Bean can receive numer-
ous college scholarships. 

Outside of school, Bean said her passion is dancing. She espe-
cially enjoys liturgical dancing because of the immense emotion 
the dance calls for. She dances for her church, which takes up 
most of her time outside of school.

Bean is an only child at home, even though she has three step-
brothers in different states. She lives with her mother, Michelle, 
whom she described as a laid-back and open-minded person and 
one of her best friends.

Bean said she plans on graduating with academic honors from 
high school in 2011 and then attending college with a double 
major in journalism and forensic science. She said she plans on 
working in the field of forensic science for a few years until she 
finds a high-profile individual to represent in the public relations 
field.

Before she finishes high school and gets through college, 
though, Bean said she will focus on working hard and having fun. 

“I just don’t like there to be boring moments, only good 
times.” 
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With grand ambitions to become president 
of the United States, Byron Turner believes he 
has an open mind.

A native of Bowling Green, Ky. since his 
family moved from Nashville, Tenn., when 
he was 5, Turner said he plans on becoming 
a presidential candidate in 2040. And he has 
mapped out a plan that he said will lead him 
to success.

“It’ll be a smooth transition,” Turner said. 
“First, I’ll become a lawyer turned politician. 

Next, I’ll become the mayor. Then, I’m going to be a member of the 
House.” 

As a candidate, Turner said he will be open-minded and look out 
for all people, not just people he knows, and he will take the initiative 
to be a leader instead of a follower.

For now, Turner is in the 12th grade at Bowling Green High 
School. He participates in extracurricular activities such as cross-
country and track. He also videotapes events like pep rallies and 
blood drives for his school website.   

“One week at school people were getting sick a lot so my teacher 
told me to take a handy-cam and videotape people in general,” 
Turner said. “It turned out the same day I was taping that a girl got 
sick and ran to the bathroom to throw up. She was running and I was 
right behind her the whole time. I caught her throwing up.”

Even with so many activities on his plate, Turner still manages to 
be a high-ranking student. He has a 3.85 GPA and plans on attend-
ing college.

“My mom is my biggest inspiration because she raised four kids 
by herself and provided for us even when we didn’t have much,” 
Turner said.

In his free time, Turner said he likes to hang out with his friends, 
play basketball and sleep.

He learned about the WKU Summer Xposure Workshop through 
his English teacher. 

Turner has never been a part of his school newspaper or yearbook 
but this year he will be a member of the yearbook staff. He said he 
hopes to learn new skills at the Xposure workshop that he can take 
back to school and share with his classmates.
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Many people see movie stars or athletes 
as role models, but Kalie Gipson’s role 
model is her mother, Lisa Gipson. 

Gipson said her mother is emotionally 
strong, and she encourages her to “keep my 
head up and keep fighting every day.” 

Even from birth Gipson has been a fight-
er.  She was born after her mother had a tubal 
ligation. When her mother was six months 
into her pregnancy, the doctors told her she 
was going to have a baby, soon to be Kalie. It 

is for this reason that Gipson calls herself a “miracle child.”
Today, Gipson attends Franklin-Simpson High School in 

Franklin, Ky., where she is involved in extracurricular activities, 
including her school newspaper where she is the sports editor.

She attends a variety of sporting events for fun and entertain-
ment. Gipson said she enjoys playing pick-up basketball games, 
playing video games, and driving around her small town with her 
friends. She enjoys writing and reading. She often reads to relieve 
stress or just to help her fall asleep, and she will read books many 
times because she enjoys it so much.

Gipson said she receives high marks in her classes and her favor-
ite subject is history.

A typical school day for Gipson begins with her waking up at 6 
a.m. After eating breakfast, she drives herself to school where she 
takes all honors classes. In between classes she often talks to her 
friends, many of whom are in the band. This helps Gipson because 
she uses her connections in the band to get into sporting events for 
free where she can get all the information for her sports articles. She 
ends the day by hanging out with her friends more and then eventu-
ally returning home to work on homework or just sleep.

Loyalty to friends and to family is one of her core values. She 
said that, “if you’re not loyal to your friends you can’t call them 
friends. Sometimes you have to put them first and not yourself.”

When she goes to college, Gipson wants to major in education 
and possibly minor in journalism. She said she dreams of being a 
history teacher at Franklin-Simpson High School where she hopes 
to advise the school newspaper or teach a journalism class. 
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Singapore, Kentucky, Hong Kong and 
back to Kentucky. In exact order, this sums 
up all of the places 14-year-old “busy body” 
Sarah Mustian has lived. 

Mustian said her family made all of these 
the moves because her father was promoted 
within a hospital supplies company called 
Hall-Ron. The moves saddened her at first.

“Initially, I was really upset because I 
would have to leave everything I built up 
behind,” she said. “But then after finally 

moving and warming up to the place and making friends, I stopped 
regretting it.”

Mustian attends Villa Madonna Academy in Villa Hills, Ky., 
where she rates the school a nine out of ten. Her favorite subjects are 
U.S. history and English, and her least favorite is math. 

Mustian said she is hoping to improve her writing skills at 
the Xposure Journalism Workshop. As for her post-high school 
plans, Sarah said she wants to attend college at either Western, 
Northwestern or New York University. She said she hopes to major 
in journalism and someday work at Entertainment Weekly.

In addition to writing, Mustian said she enjoys taking singing 
lessons, drawing, writing and surfing the web. As if these hobbies 
aren’t enough to keep this “busy body” busy, she somehow manages 
to fit in several extracurricular activities. These include drama club, 
academic team, student council, debate team, pep club and student 
world affairs. 

Mustian loves animals and has two dogs and a cat. She said she 
has no personal preference for music, and she’ll listen to anything. 
However, her favorite album is Grey Gardens. She enjoys movies, 
especially dramas. She said her favorite film is “Nashville,” a 1975 
movie about the music business in Nashville. Her favorite television 
series are Mad Men and Pushing Daisies.

Mustian said her worst experience so far in 2009 was when two of 
her closest friends moved away. On the other hand, her best experi-
ence so far in 2009 was getting through freshman year. 
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Her peers identify Ashanti Banks, a 
17-year-old senior at Benjamin Bosse High 
School in Evansville, Ind., as amazingly 
funny, church-going and interested in the 
arts.

She also has a record of volunteerism. 
She said she began her volunteer work as 
a Sunday school teacher and was quickly 
recruited by her Sunday school leaders to 
help the homeless. She has been volunteering 

at a homeless shelter every Saturday for the past two years.
My motivation in life is succeeding and the will to be good at 

what I do. And I love compliments,� Banks said. “Having success as 
a motivation has given me more drive, harder work ethic, and it has 
made me very competitive. I’m tired of losing; even though I haven’t 
won yet, I’m still pushing to win.”

An actress since fifth grade, Banks has successfully climbed the 
journalism ladder to the position of senior editor of her school news-
paper, The School Spirit.

Banks’ journalism teacher, Charlotte Postlewaite, literally drove 
her to the Xposure Journalism Workshop because she wants her to 
learn how to edit and run a newspaper.

“I hope to become familiar with editing and running a newspaper 
so I can do a good job as an editor,” Banks said. “Another goal has 
been to meet new people and gain new friends.”

She’s been making new friends since she arrived at the workshop. 
“I have met some cool and pretty funny people. Just after our first day 
together, we had a ton of jokes and things in common,” Banks said.

“A person I won’t forget is Chante (Bean). A small part of why 
I won’t forget her is because she is my roommate. The main reason 
is that it’s really hard to make me laugh, but she just seems really 
funny to me.

“Michael Danahy, also known as Chuck, is another person I prob-
ably won’t forget. He’s really funny and also because he’s Catholic 
and somewhat sheltered. That boy cracks me up.”

Attending WKU is a definite possibility, Banks said. 
“I enjoyed the campus tour and all of its scenery,” she said.  

“The atmosphere seemed extremely inviting and very nice. Also, 
this workshop has showed me a lot of what working in a Hilltopper 
environment is like and why it has won so many awards for various 
subject areas.”

Banks has a clear vision of her goals. “I want a successful future 
and a job that not only pays a lot, but that I love and enjoy to do. I 
want to be one of those people that are really excited to get to work 
in the morning. I want journalism to be that job.”

Kearston Winrow loves to watch movies, 
but unlike other teens she likes to watch old 
films, even those from the 1950s and 60s.

She said her favorite movie is called 
“The Bad Seed,” a 1956 film about a young 
mother who discovers that her 8-year-old 
daughter is a murderer.

 “I like ‘The Bad Seed’ because it is the 
only movie I’ve seen that was like really 
freaky sci-fi,” Winrow said. “It was the only 
movie that doesn’t have bad reviews.” 

She said she likes the older movies because she believes that all 
of the new movies basically have the same theme and she always 
knows what is going to happen. She said there is a variety of sus-
pense in the old movies.

A senior at Martin Luther King Magnet School in Nashville, 
Tenn., Winrow said she is a nice girl, but she sometimes she can 
come off as a bit aggressive. She described herself as a passion-
ate person with strong opinions, but she tries to listen to others’ 
ideas. 

The 17-year-old said she is also inspired by her parents. 
Although they did not have much money when they were younger, 
they went to college and succeeded.

Winrow said she admires the fact that her parents went through 
so much to provide the best for her and her 20-year-old brother, 
Kelvin. 

Winrow said that when she gets older she wants to be a televi-
sion reporter.  She mostly wants to be an investigative journalist 
because she believes the truth should be told straight, no matter if 
it is good or bad.
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Chelsie Stevens once was sure that she 
wanted to be a journalist, but a couple of 
recent events involving close friends has her 
thinking that her talents may be needed else-
where.

The first event occurred in April of last 
year, and it involved one of Stevens’ friends 
from Butler Traditional High School. 

Stevens said her friend was one of the 
nicest people in their Spanish class and was 

seemingly happy practically all the time.  Stevens had nothing but 
fond encounters with her friend, thus making the news that came that 
April day even more of a shock.

“She was laughing and always was happy with her friends,” 
Stevens said.  When she received the news on April 18, 2008, that her 
friend had committed suicide, Stevens was astonished. 

Stevens said that her friend had provided no hints that anything 
was wrong or that she may have been depressed. Stevens was left 
heartbroken by the tragedy, and her parents, whom she depends on 
greatly for both advice and inspiration, provided support during her 
time of despair. 

But it was not long before Stevens was faced with another sur-
prise. 

It came in the fall after Stevens found a new circle of friends.  
One day, Stevens said, she received a phone call from one of her 
new companions, and what started as a friendly phone conversation 
quickly took a sinister turn.  Her new friend confided in Stevens that 
he was considering suicide.

Stevens said she instructed her friend to write down everything he 
was feeling at that moment.  She told him to put his feelings on paper 
and out of his chest.  

The friend approached Stevens the following day at school.  
Thrilled to see him, Stevens said she was caught off guard by his 
next action.

He handed Stevens a notebook he had filled the previous night 
after their phone conversation.  Stevens said she was happy to learn 
that she had helped her friend in a way she hadn’t imagined.

Stevens said the incident has caused her to consider a career in 
psychology where her passions for talking to people and discovering 
more about them could be useful. 

She said her ability to connect with others may enable her to find 
success in either psychology or journalism.  With wisdom from her 
father, who Stevens said gives the best advice, and inspiration from 
her mother, Stevens said she is confident she has a chance at success 
regardless of the path she chooses.
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