
Abraham Williams knows what it’s like to 
come from humble beginnings.

Williams, the executive director of the 
Housing Authority of 
Bowling Green, made medi-
ocre grades while attending 
Catholic school as a kid in 
Alabama.

“One day I went to my 
teacher and I said that I want 
to go to college and then 
she laughed,” Williams said. 
“She said I was stupid, dumb 
and had no potential.”

Williams then turned to 
his father but got more of the 
same negative feedback.

“That night I went home 
and I told my dad that I 
wanted to go to college and 
he said that was not going to 
happen because I was his dumbest 
kid of six,” Williams said. “My mom found 
out that my dad said this and she called me to 
her room and said that I could go wherever I 
want to go.”

 His mother’s words became a moti-

vating factor that helped him to achieve 
such accomplishments as attending college, 
becoming a recreation director at age 25 and 
becoming the director of the housing author-
ity, which provides affordable housing for 
low-income residents.

“Self-confidence is all 
you need to be successful,” 
Williams said.

For the last few years, 
Williams has shared advice 
with participants in Western 
Kentucky University’s 
Xposure Workshop, which 
attracts students from across 
the country who are inter-
ested in journalism.

Earlier this month, 
Williams told the group 
to appreciate diversity and 
warned them against stereo-
typing. “If you don’t judge, 
you don’t have to be worried 
about being judged,” he said 

in an interview that was captured on 
video for the workshop.
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Being curious can get a per-
son in trouble, but that is not the 
case for Joe Imel. In fact, being 
curious led him to his job and 
his passion, photojournalism.

  “Photojournalism lets me 
be where things happen,” said 
Imel, the photo editor at the 
Daily News in Bowling Green. 
Imel spoke to participants in 
the 2009 Xposure Journalism 
Workshop at Western Kentucky 
University on June 7.

Imel has received numerous 
awards for his photos, and he 
said he loves his job. His clients 
include Toyota and Associated 
Press, and his photos have been 
used in well-known maga-
zines such as Time and Sports 
Illustrated.

Imel is always at work 
because, he said, he carries two 
cameras everywhere he goes. He 
said to survive in his career he 
has to be a dedicated worker.

“I’m nosey,” Imel added, 
explaining that he is always 
aware of his surroundings and 
not afraid to ask questions. He 
always reminds himself that the 
word journalist is in his job 
title. 

Imel said he wants the world 
to understand that people have 
the capability to be photojour-
nalists even if they don’t real-
ize it. 

Going into college, Imel 
wanted to be an art teacher and 
wrestling coach but he said his 
lack of focus led to poor grades 
that kept him from becoming 
a teacher or coach. He then 
tried his hand as a reporter by 
writing articles for a weekly 
newspaper that a friend man-
aged. However, he realized he 
disliked writing. 

Imel then turned to photo-
journalism and found his pas-
sion where, after lots of hard 
work and determination, he 
came to work for the Bowling 
Green Daily News.

Photojournalism is also about 
grabbing attention, and Imel 
said he is glad when students 
marvel at his pictures because 
he considers himself a “visual 
storyteller,” and their reactions 
prove that he is doing his job.

 “You have to take the reader 
where they have never been,” 
he said.

 His main slogan is “maxi-
mum impact, minimum distrac-
tion.” To do his job he has to 
get readers to focus on the main 
subject of a photograph and 
avoid having them place their 
concentration elsewhere.

 “I am there as a visual wit-
ness to let people know in my 
community what happens while 
they’re asleep in their bed,” 
Imel said.

Imel’s curiosity allows him 
to meet lots of people. He said 
he has good connections with 
all of the local police and fire 
departments. 

He carries a police scanner. 
When there is a major story, 

such as a bus wreck on I-65, he 
said he often gets a call from 
dispatchers immediately after 
they dispatch ambulances.

That means Imel works all 

hours of the day and night. He is 
constantly on call. He provides 
images for the newspaper read-
ers to connect to the stories.  

“For a newspaper, a photo-

journalist is not just a service, it 
takes leadership,” Imel said.

by michaeL danahy
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Crime reporter not short on ideas
Tavia Greens’ legs stopped 

growing at age 10, and she’s barely 
tall enough to not need a booster 
seat by law when driving, but that 
doesn’t stop her from talking face-
to-face with murderers and rapists. 

Green, 23, has been the crime 
and courts reporter for The Leaf-
Chronicle in Clarksville, Tenn., for 
the past year and a half and spends 
most of her time in courtrooms get-
ting the scoop on everything from 
criminal trials to car-accident cases. 

“I’m an emotional person, so 
me being in the courtrooms and 
hearing rape trials and murder tri-
als is pretty hard, but it toughened 
me up,” she told participants in the 
Xposure Journalism Workshop at 
Western Kentucky University.

Green’s June 12 visit to the 
workshop was a homecoming, of 

sorts, for Green. She graduated 
from the workshop in 2002 at the 
age of 16.

“I loved to write, but I was real-
ly shy and I had never been away 
from home,” Green said.

She accepted an invitation to 
return to the workshop as a speaker 
because she thinks it’s important to 
“give back,” she said.

Workshoppers seemed to hang 
on Green’s every word as she spoke 
about her career and her years as a 
print journalism major at WKU.

Scholarships helped to pay for 
most of Green’s college education, 
but covering daily expenses was 
hard.

 “I struggled,” said Green, who 
was the first member of her family 
to go to college. “My parents didn’t 
always have it.” 

To make ends meet, Green 
worked at the Dollar General Store 
and as a janitor, caterer, and wait-

ress. 
But she didn’t let those jobs 

keep her from building an “impec-
cable” journalism resume during 
college, she said. Green interned 
at the Lancaster Eagle Gazette 
in Ohio, the Kentucky New Era 
in Hopkinsville, Ky., and The 
Birmingham (Ala.) News. 

Still, Green had a hard time 
getting hired after graduation. She 
went to workshop director Bob 
Adams for help and was hired by 
The Leaf-Chronicle.

“Mr. ‘A’ has your back,” she 
said, referring to Adams by his 
nickname. “He makes sure you 
graduate and you have a job.” 

Green’s accomplishments 
include a feature story called 
Brooke’s Battle that received local 
and national awards. The story 
focused on Brooke Hall, a WKU 
student who was dying from a rare 
form of cancer. Hall became so 

sick that she had to be hospitalized 
and missed her formal graduation, 
which she’d been looking forward 
to. 

WKU President Gary Ransdell 
saw the article and was so touched 
that he went to Louisville to per-
form a graduation ceremony in the 
student’s hospital room, and Green 
covered it. The young lady died 
two months later.

“That’s why I want to write fea-
ture stories,” Green said. “I want 
people to be remembered.”

Many of the workshoppers were 
impressed with Green.

“She was an inspiring speak-
er,” said Adrian Tate, a senior at 
Millington Central High School in 
West Tennessee.

Michael Danahy, a junior at 
St. Henry District High School in 
Erlanger, Ky., agreed. “She showed 
she was dedicated to her job and 
the dedication was inspiring.”

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e

“I just like baseball in gen-
eral,” he said. “You got to have 
fun with it.”

Scelfo, at 5 feet, 10 inches 
tall, considers a play he made 
against the University of New 
Orleans his greatest. During his 
junior year at Tulane, he leaped 
along the wall in the outfield to 
catch a ball that was going into 
the stands. The play made No. 1 
on ESPN Sportscenter’s Top 10 
Plays of the Day the next day. 

“I robbed him of a home 
run,” Scelfo said.

While attending Tulane, 

Scelfo said it was tough in the 
spring because of football prac-
tice and baseball season.

“The fall wasn’t that bad 
because I was only playing 
one sport,” Scelfo said. “In 
the springtime, I had spring 
football camp on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. I had baseball on 
Tuesday and Wednesday nights, 
and on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. I had to sweet talk my 
teachers.”

This is the 22 year-old’s first 
full season as a pro baseball 
player. He was drafted in 2008, 
coming straight out of his junior 
year at Tulane.

He spends most of his time 
practicing and preparing for 
games. Scelfo said the players are 

on the field for most of the day. 
For him, the worst part about his 
position is “going towards the 
wall” to catch a fly ball.

Scelfo said the Hot Rods get 
plenty of support from their city.

“We get a pretty good crowd 
every night,” he said. “When 
a player hits a pop-up to the 
infield they go nuts.”

Scelfo also said that his 
teammates are a great group 
of guys who are all close to the 
same age, which adds to the 
unity of the team.

The outfielder used one 
word to describe the traveling 
methods the team must under-
go: “awful.” The Hot Rods are 
located the farthest west team 
in the South Atlantic League, 
and it is the only team to be in 

the central time zone. 
“The closest bus ride is two 

hours,” Scelfo said. “Some of 
them take six, eight, or even 10 
hours.”

During the offseason, Scelfo 
said he will be taking classes to 
wrap up his major in political 
science.

 Scelfo has aspirations to 
move up in the ranks and join 
the major leagues. 

“When I’m 25, I’d like to be 
right on the edge or in the big 
leagues,” he said.

 Scelfo said his favorite 
team is the Texas Rangers. He 
looks up to former Baltimore 
Orioles third baseman Cal 
Ripken Jr. and Yankee legend 
Joe DiMaggio, who was also a 
center fielder. 

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  p a g e

Birthdays, anniversaries and 
more fan entertainment mes-
sages appear on this board.

Taylor said that fan enter-
tainment is important to the 
people who run the stadium 
because they want people to 
remember having fun.

To keep the fans occupied 
between innings, the park man-
agement has a variety of activi-
ties, including music, skits, con-
tests and, of course, advertising.

A promotion that many fans 
seem to enjoy is the “Sumo 
Mattress Wrestling,” a pro-

motion by Trent Bedding Co. 
Competitors are chosen from 
the stands and dressed in padded 
sumo outfits. The objective is to 
refrain from being knocked on 
a mattress and getting pinned. 
The winner receives a coupon 
good at Trent Bedding.

“We can’t control what 
the team does, “Taylor said. 
“Everything that goes on with 
the players, coaches, and staff 
is none of our concern. The 
Rays control all of that. And 
since we can’t control what the 
team does, we focus on fun.” 

The excitement in the crowd 
is what Taylor looks for before, 
during and after a game. 

“It’s what keeps the fans 
coming back and allows us to 
keep our job.” 

FanCenter
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Bowling green Daily news Photo editor Joe imel provides a little extra support for a telephoto lens 
being used by Mattie russell, a workshop student from hopkins country central high school.

Photog shares his passion

A record six Hilltoppers 
were selected in the Major 
League Baseball draft this 
month, including Evan Teague 
who saw a dream realized when 
the Toronto Blue Jays chose the 
left-handed pitcher in the 35th 
round.

“This has been my dream 
since I started playing base-
ball,” said Teague, who was 
the sixth WKU player chosen. 
“ I am going to go out and 
play now. I would sign (a 
contract) for a cheeseburger 
and plane ticket. I just want 
to play.”

In addition to Teague, major 
league teams picked third base-
man Wade Gaynor, pitcher J.B. 
Paxson, outfielder Chad Cregar, 
shortstop Terrence Dayleg and 
pitcher Matt Ridings during the 
three-day draft that began on 
June 9. 

Gaynor, a junior from 
Hawesville, Ky., was selected 
in the third round by the Detroit 
Tigers. He was the 89th overall 
pick, the highest a Hilltopper 
baseball player has been select-
ed in the program’s 90-year 

history.
Paxson, a senior right-hand-

er who spent part of his college 
career as a catcher, went to the 
Los Angeles Dodgers in the 
13th round. Seniors Cregar and 
Dayleg were grabbed up by the 
Florida Marlins in the 15th and 
22nd rounds. And Ridings, a 
junior right-hander, was chosen 
by the Washington Nationals in 
the 25th round. 

In 1980, the Western 
Kentucky University Hilltoppers 
set the bar for most draftees in 
a single Major League Baseball 
draft at three players. The squad 
then matched that record in 
1982.

Teague said he was proud 
to be a member of this year’s 
record-setting group. 

“It’s something special,” 
he said. “It’s pretty neat actu-
ally. I’m just really happy for 
my teammates as well as my 
school.” 

Teague said he believes he 
was chosen because he “has the 
tools to play at the next level.”  
In his final two seasons with 
WKU, Teague was successful 
out of the bullpen, recording a 
2.94 ERA in 67.1 innings.

Many people, including 

those connected to the baseball 
program, were surprised at how 
well the Hilltoppers did in the 
draft. 

“I think there was a good 
chance for five or six play-
ers, but to see the first five 
go in the first 25 rounds was 
unbelievable. It was definitely 
surprising,” said Brad Fields, 
director of athletic media rela-
tions. “I also think the big-
gest thing scouts look for is 
potential. People who will do 
well at the next level but also 
people who will get better 
with time.”

Fields said this type of pub-
licity gives the school a good 
reputation.  

“I think it obviously is a 
great thing for the program,” 
Fields said. “It’s been on the 
rise since (Head Coach Chris) 
Finwood took over four years 
ago. It shows the quality of 
the athletes that the programs 
bringing in.” 

 This season, the Hilltoppers 
finished 42-20 overall (27-3 
at home), and they ended the 
year ranked 23rd in the country 
by Collegiate Baseball. It was 
the first 40-win season in the 
team’s history.
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Housing official advises
students to follow dreams
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crime and court reporter tavia green, former work-
shopper, talks about her experiences while working 
at the leaf-chronicle in clarksville, tenn.

For more on Joe Imel, visit 
wkuxposure.wordpress.com

For more on Abraham Williams, visit 
wkuxposure.wordpress.com


