
It was an evening of vintage T-Birds, 
Oldsmobiles and Camaros parked in their spac-
es, gleaming in the fading sunlight.  Car aficio-
nados sat in their lawn chairs, lounging with 
beers in hand.

At an event reminiscent of church picnics 
and family get-togethers, people from all over 
the state and beyond gathered to look at auto-
mobiles of the past at the second annual BiG 
Cruise on June 12 in Fairview Plaza in Bowling 
Green.

The car “experts,” as they referred to them-
selves, sat close to their cars and kept a watch-
ful eye on all those who passed by. Earl Kirby, 
however, acted differently. A crowd of people 
surrounded him, chuckling at the jokes he 
cracked every so often.

His reason for coming to the event was sim-
ple. “I’m poor,” he joked, his hand resting on his 
blue 1940 Chevy, “and I needed the money.”

The group of people around him laughed and 
continued to listen to his stories about life and 
automobiles.

Other people in Fairview Plaza weren’t as 
lucky as the cars’ owners. Many, such as Pat and 
Regan Harris, walked around just wishing to own 
or drive one of the antiques. The Harrises, a father 
and son, had traveled all the way from Canada to 
buy a vintage Corvette they saw for sale online. 

“We drove down to Brownsville (Ky.), but it 
was sold,” Pat explained, eyeing a black 1940 
Pontiac. The pair did not let the news sadden 
them, though, and they decided to instead go on 
a road trip of Kentucky.

One of the most popular attractions wasn’t 

even a car. It was a self-made “trike,” as Phil 
Burns called it. He took a 1982 Honda and 
got rid of the front half, attaching a part of a 
Vespa. 

“Well, a lot of brain waves went into this 
machine,” Burns remarked, explaining it to the 
families peering in the windows.

Besides the cars, other activities occurred in 
the area marked off by racing flags. Disc jockey 
Scott Thompson played songs from the 1950s 
and 1960s, throwing in the occasional disco. 
Men and women from those generations jumped 
on the parking lot, showing off their favorite 
dances.

In the middle of it all stood Debbie Grise. 
Dressed in jean shorts, knee-high boots, and a 
cabby cap, she hula hooped to every tune that 
came on. Many little girls grabbed the remaining 
hoops on the side and joined her. However, they 
couldn’t keep up with her speed.

The most popular event, though, was the raf-
fle. For each $5 ticket, a person bought a chance 
to win half of the pot. The other half went to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Haley Smith 
was the winner and collected $279.

As the night drew on, a number of own-
ers began to pull their cars out of the parking 
spaces. One of the last remaining was one of 
the most iconic, a pink 1957 Thunderbird. The 
owner, Lois Houchins, coordinated her outfit to 
match her car, coming all in soft pink. She and 
her friends arrived at the BiG Cruise to have 
“just a night out.”

With the evening coming to a close, all 
except volunteers departed. Many of the vintage 
car owners began to ready themselves for the 
other half of the BiG Cruise, taking place the 
next night at the National Corvette Museum.
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BiG cruise
Car lovers show off their prized possessions

The four candidates for staff regent on WKU’s 
Board of Regents tried to convince fellow staff 
members why they were the best person for the 
board at a forum June 15.

 The candidate forum took place in the Mass 
Media and Technology Hall auditorium where 
they addressed the responsibilities of the job 
and how they plan to implement their ideas if 
elected.

The forum also gave staff members and oth-
ers around campus a chance to ask questions and 
present situations to the nominees.

The four candidates are James Kennedy, the 
desktop support consultant; Bobbie Price, the 
accounts associate for WKU health services; Gail 
Ruble, the office coordinator for Student Affairs; 
and Jim Sears, the assistant director for the uni-
versity bookstore.

The election was conducted online June 17, 
but because the polls closed at midnight, the 
results were not available by the Limited Edition 

deadline.
When asked about ways to use funding given 

to the university, each candidate had a different 
idea. 

“We shouldn’t be throwing money at just 
anything,” Sears said. “If something is working, 
you evaluate the situation and then decide to keep 
funding it. If it’s not, then you stop funding it.”

Kennedy said that he wants to focus on fund-
ing the staff.

“I would invest it in more job positions,” 
Kennedy said. “I would like to reinvest it in our 
staff support system.”

Price focused on parking facilities on campus. 
She said she would try to get more parking struc-
tures built.

“We have to come in 30 or 45 minutes early 
just to find a spot,” she said. 

Ruble said that she wants to look into existing 
programs and find ways to improve them.

“We need to take a hard look at the programs 
we already have before adding new programs,” 
Ruble said.

The candidates were also asked about how 

they would handle a decision where the outcome 
would not benefit the staff. 

Kennedy said that he didn’t foresee a situation 
where that would happen, but said if it did occur, 
he would stick to his morals. “I would never vote 
for something that was in complete disagreement 
with my morals.”

Price answered that she “would just be truthful 
to the staff.” 

Ruble focused on staying informed and repre-
senting the entire staff.

“I would do my best to get all feedback back 
to the staff and make the most informed decision 
possible,” she said. “It is not about Gail Ruble.”

Sears said that he would make a decision based 
on what was correct, not what was popular.

When asked about how they would work with 
faculty members, Price and Ruble said the secret 
to working with the faculty was getting to know 
each member. Sears had a different approach.

“They can also approach us,” Sears said. “We 
need to establish ourselves as being just as rel-
evant as everyone else.”

Kennedy also had a different approach. 

“Staff is seen as a different kind of party,” 
he said. “But we’re here to serve the students, 
bottom-line.”

The current staff regent is Tamela Smith, man-
ager of Interactive Video Services.  Smith had 
advice for the candidates.

“Make sure you research and get enough infor-
mation as you can,” Smith said. “Be able to voice 
the concerns and opinions of the staff.”

Smith reflected on the best and worst aspects 
of her term as staff regent.

“The best part is to feel like you’ve helped the 
staff and resolved issues,” she said. “The worst 
part is with the economy and not being able to 
help people, and not being able to do the things 
we want to do.

“I’ve enjoyed my term and I wish the candi-
dates the best of luck,” Smith said.

In the election, a candidate must receive 50 
percent of the total votes to be elected. If no can-
didate receives 50 percent of the votes, a run-off 
election will occur June 24 between the two can-
didates receiving the most votes. The staff regent 
serves a three-year term beginning July 1.
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Four vie to represent staff on Board of Regents

Lexi FLetcher/MiddLe coLLege high SchooL

A 1941 Lincoln Zephyr club coupe sits on display at the Big cruise at Fairview Plaza. the owners of 
the car are Sue and Ferrell Froedge.

ALexiS WAShington/north hArdin high SchooL

Britney napier checks out this automobile at the Bowling green car Show.
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Bonida driver relaxes with her dog Mitchy and her husband at the car show in Fairview Plaza on June 12.


