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 The group frequently stopped in people’s 
yards and talked to residents. The contingent 
included government officials, firefighters and 
police as well as Foley, who said it’s impor-
tant for officials to see the conditions in the 
neighborhood.

Because the neighborhood has a large 
Hispanic population, two fluent Spanish speak-
ers went along. 

City Commissioner Brian “Slim” Nash 
walked past a house were a family was on the 

porch and yelled, “We havin’ dinner tonight? 
I’ll be back!”

Nash said it’s important to listen to the pub-
lic because “they live on the streets and are the 
ones who live there everyday”

He said he understands the residents’ needs 
and thinks they have legitimate complaints. He 
said he feels he understands them because he 
“grew up in a neighborhood that was similar to 
this one now,” and he tries his best to identify 
with residents. 

“For example, that house we just passed 
was not up to code, but you may have no idea 
what that gentleman may be dealing with in his 
life,” he said.

Nash said he thinks the city is doing a good 
job to help resolve issues in the neighborhood. 

Six years ago, the area was full of drug houses 
and now many are gone, he said.

But Luz Castillo, who has lived in the 
neighborhood for seven years, said she often 
sees drug dealing going on in the neighbor-
hood.

 “Teens are getting more 
involved in bad things because 
they see their par-
ents doing these 
things and contin-
ue down the same 
road,” she said. 
There should be 
“more cops watch-
ing the neighbor-
hood.”
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From face painting to danc-
ing all the way to taekwondo, 
the Stand for Children day held 
June 10 had something to spark 
every child’s interest.  

Vendors from across 
Bowling Green and Warren 
County came to the South 
Lawn on the Western Kentucky 
University campus to take part 
in the event.  

Ann Grubbs, main coordina-
tor of Stand for Children, said 
the purpose of the event was to 
make the community aware of 
the lack of healthcare and low 
literacy rates among children.

The event has grown each 
year since its inception 12 years 
ago as a national awareness day.

 A disc jockey stationed near 
the Guthrie Bell Tower provid-
ed the music while the children 
danced and dashed from one 
activity tent to the next.  

Not only local businesses 

and non-profit organizations 
attended, but the event attracted 
the news media as well.

Several presentations made 
by the children appeared on 
local television, including a tae 
kwon do arrangement led by 
Ashley Lowe of Jeramy Black’s 
Tae Kwon Do Academy.  The 
presentation included members 
of the academy as young as 3 
years old. 

The academy has performed 
at the event in years past and 
is continuing to add more skill 
with each return, said Ashley 
Lowe, an instructor at the acad-
emy.  Two 4-year-old acad-
emy students demonstrated dif-
ferent blocking styles, while a 
9-year-old displayed his skills 
by breaking a wooden board in 
half with one precise kick.

Other vendors on hand includ-
ed the American Red Cross, 
the Barren River Imaginative 
Museum of Science, the Health 
Department, Kids on the Block 
and more than 35 others.  

Sarah Mustian, a 2009 
Xposure Workshop partici-
pant from Western Kentucky 
University, said she enjoyed 
seeing so many children par-
ticipating.

“I thought that everyone 
looked like they were having 
a good time,” Mustian said. 
“There was always something 
going on.”

Grubbs said she was pleased 
with the outcome of the day and 
support from the community.  

Debi Jordan, the Community 
Education executive director, 
said organizers did not know 
how many students attended the 
event. But she explained that 
they ran out of the 950 draw-
string bags they had prepared 
to give to the children attending 
the rally. 

All in all, according to 
Grubbs, it was a good day. 

“Take one day a year and 
stop our jobs to make other 
people stop and remember,” she 
said.
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Mattie russell/hopkins county central high school

a student at Jeramy Blacks taekwondo academy, demonstrates his skills while fellow participants 
watch at the stand for children Day rally.

Groups make Stand for Children

chelsie stevens/Butler traDitional high school

amber hula hoop’s with a smile at the stand for children rally, locate at Western kentucky university on June 10. 
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That event as well as others, such 
as baseball and softball tournaments, 
may keep Beech Bend from suffering 
the fate of some other amusement park 

operations. Six Flags, which has several 
locations, including one in Louisville, 
recently filed for bankruptcy.

“We aren’t in that situation yet,” 
Jones said. “I do think about it, but we 
just have to advertise and just promote 
what we have.” 

Other groups are taking drastic 

measures.
To overcome declining revenue, 

Karen Hume, director of the Capitol 
Arts Alliance, a non-profit group 
that runs the Capitol Arts Center, has 
slashed her salary, and some staff 
members have volunteered to reduce 
their hours, according to the Bowling 

Green Daily News.
The arts group is trying to raise about 

$50,000 to start the next fiscal year on 
level ground, the newspaper reported. 

“We’re going to fight tooth and 
nail to keep this going,” Hume told the 
newspaper.

Meanwhile, Beech Bend is relying 

on old favorites, such as the wooden 
Kentucky Roller Coaster, and new 
rides, such as the Sea Dragon, to help 
bring in revenue.

“We’re just going to try and do our 
best to keep this park up and make 
any necessary actions to do so,” 
Jones said. 
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sarah Mustian/villa MaDonna acaDeMy

triplets, austin, connor, and Dalton Blythe,5, are joined by brother 
evan, 4, in the iga toy car.

elexis fletcher/MiDDle college high school

carys rieple 3 and cadence carr 4 enjoy the festivities at the stand 
for children’s rally.

Michael Danahy/saint henry District high school

emily Mason, 4, plays with the obstacle course and crawls through 
a tunnel at the stand for children rally at Western kentucky 
university, as her grandmother watches.


