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Being in school for two weeks during the 
summer isn’t natural for many middle school-
ers, but it’s second nature to the participants 
of the SCATS program at Western Kentucky 
University.

SCATS – or the Summer Camp for 
Academically Talented Middle School 
Students – began June 14 and ends on June 
26. During those two weeks, campers attend 
classes on a wide range of subjects.

“They get challenged at high levels,” camp 
Director Julia Roberts said. “They hear about 
a lot of different teachings and ideas. They can 
also gain lifelong friends from this program.”

Roberts said this year’s camp has attracted 
students from 12 states and one student from 
India. Typically, 200 students attend the annu-

al program.
First-year camp counselor and former 

camper Nick Burns said the students were able 
to choose from 31 different topics. 

“The students can pick classes anywhere 
from mathematics to sand sculpting to robot-
ics,” Burns said. “They have four classes 
a day. They have two before and two after 
lunch.”

In addition to classes, the students get the 
chance to take part in sporting and social 
activities. 

Harry Chalmers, another camp counselor 
and former camper, said one of the main ben-
efits of the camp is the chance for students to 
meet others with similar interests. 

 “They can grow as people,” Chalmers 
said. “Coming here, the kids can find people 
that they can relate to and they can also make 
lifelong friends being here.” 

Chante bean/jeffersionville high sChool

sCats students signed in at the first day of their camp that last through june 26, on june 15. 
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Middle-schoolers combine 
learning with friendship

miChael danahy/saint henry distriCt high sChool

sayaka fujino, 5, watches musician travis dukes perform at the Concert in the Park at the fountain square Park in bowling green, Ky., on june 10.  fujino attended the concert with her mother. 
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lydia owens, 2, claps during a performance by travis dukes at the Concert in the Park. she attended the concert with her 
grandfather.

sarah mustian/ villa madonna

drew mclaughlin, 9, keep a watchful eye on activity 
from a tree in fountain square Par.
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emily burrell, 3, admires the fountain at fountain square Park during the 
travis dukes performance at the Concert in the Park on june 10. 

Families and music lovers flocked to Fountain Square Park 
June 10 for the 30th annual Concert in the Park series.

Travis Dukes, a folk-rock singer from Nashville, Tenn., enter-
tained the crowd at the event, which is a Bowling Green staple 
that brings people together to have a good time.

 “For years and years, I have been coming,” Kim Herald said. 
“All my friends come, so it’s pretty much a tradition.”  

Members of the crowd ranged from young children to grand-
parents to old pals. 

Best Friends Mylinda Brown, Kim Johnson and Elise Sauber 
all agree that the best part of coming to the concert is the music.  

It’s the tunes that draw the Stockton family as well.
 “We always come because my mom likes to listen to the 

music when we eat our food,” said Michael Stockton, 10.
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Concert in 
   the Park

miChael danahy/saint henry distriCt high sChool

musician travis dukes entertains the audience at Concert in the Park. 
People from bowling green and the surrounding area are treated to week-
ly concerts during the summer.


