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At the Young Male Leadership camp 
held at Western Kentucky University, 
some of today’s future leaders were 
taking shape.

 The six-day camp was funded 
by a grant provided by the Kentucky 
Department of Education and Project 
Tree. 

The camp was designed to target the 
young and turn them into future manag-
ers, teachers, and possible politicians. 

When searching for these members, 
the organizers of YML reached out to 
the schools for help. They searched for 
seventh and eighth graders who dis-
played some type of leadership inside 
and outside the classroom. 

Quincy Randolph, 12, and Denis 
Hodzic, 13, a second year attendee, said 
the camp has been a positive experi-
ence.

“When I first got accepted to this 
camp,” Randolph said, “I was hoping 
for experience and application of skills. 
This camp helped apply leadership 

skills by assigning projects that needed 
those skills and qualities.”

Hodzic agreed.  “In my second year 
here, I hoped to develop more leader-
ship qualities than I did last year. I also 
hope to get better at doing group work 
and learning when to lead and when to 
listen.”

Michael Coleman, a camp counselor 
for YML, was encouraged the camp 
would make a life-lasting impression 
on campers.

“Having such a young, impression-
able (group) is ideal for what we want 
to teach at this camp,” said Coleman.  
“We want to teach them to lead by 
example.”

While at the camp, students were 
responsible for a variety of projects 
and assignments building their lead-
ership skills.  They learned to tackle 
prejudice; how to work in a group set-
ting; as well as working on their own.

 The students also received instruc-
tion on having initiative and engaging 
their listening skills. 

“Instead of having one person con-
trol everything, we ask that all stu-

dents lead in a group someway,” said 
Coleman. “We have students present 
a lesson plan together, read a book, 
and work together in groups for certain 
activities.”

The campers were given the book 
“Talks My Father Never Had With Me” 
by Dr. Harold D. Davis to read and 
discuss. The book focused on attitude, 
behavior, and anger.

 “We used the book to make the stu-
dents think. We hope they apply what 
they read into everyday situations,” said 
Coleman. 

Some of the students said they could 
see a difference after attending the 
camp.

“After my first year working in this 
camp, I definitely noticed a change in 
my life. In the classroom, at home, and 
everywhere,” Hodzic said.

Randolph found himself also chang-
ing.

“These activities are designed to 
make us think in a different way,” he 
said. “They have helped apply leader-
ship in a better and in a more positive 
fashion instead of negative.”
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young Male leadership campers, Quincy randolph and Denis hodzic (from 
left to right), stand in front of the American flag with pride on June 12.
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Participants of this years’ Woodwind/
Brass Chambers Ensemble Camp came pre-
pared to learn how to play their instruments 
better but were surprised to discover fun 
times, too.

“I really like the jazz sessions,” said 
Brandi Moore of Adair County, Ky. “We 
don’t play much of it (jazz) at my school so 
I think this is fun.”

  This year, 12 students had a chance to 
stay on the Western campus and meet new 
friends. Participants range in age from sixth 
grade to freshmen in college.

 Each summer WKU offers the Woodwind/
Brass Chambers Ensemble Camp. This camp 
lasted from June 11-13 and helped students 

with musicality, breathing and articulations.  
Not only do they offer camp for wood-

wind and brass players they also offer other 
camps. Vocal Camp and Strings on the Hill 
took place June 14-17.

John Cipolla taught the woodwinds camp 
along with Jason and Jessica Ausbrooks. 
Cipolla is the coordinator of the Woodwind/
Brass Chamber Camp and is an  assistant 
professor of music at WKU. 

“I think rhythm is very important. It’s the 
very floor we stand on,” said Cipolla.

Participant Mariel Shumate of Louisville, 
Ky., said that since she came to this program 
she has gotten better at playing by ear.

“We went bowling and later on we’re 
going to go to a barbeque,” said Kylia Blunk 
of Butler County, Ky. “They even set up a 
Wii for us.”

In order to help participants better under-
stand music, Cipolla had the students put 
down their instruments and sing their music 
note for note.

“ Singing the music helped me a lot,” said 
Randa Hankins of Dawson Springs, Ky. “ It 
makes me think harder about the music and 
predict what’s coming up.”

Even though the students were able to 
have fun, there was also work that needed to 
be done. The participants only had three days 
to learn new music and put on a performance 
for their family and friends.

In order to help them prepare, the pro-
gram gave students an unlimited amount of 
opportunities to improve their skills. The 
Woodwind/Brass Chamber Camp provides 
ensemble rehearsals, master classes and pri-
vate lessons.

As a child, Richard Miller was raised around the 
college scene and now as an adult he is back working 
with students in Academic Affairs at Western Kentucky 
University.

“When I was younger, we were raised around col-
lege life because my mom was a secretary for a dean at 
Cornell University,” said Miller, the associate vice pres-
ident of academic affairs and chief diversity enhance-
ment officer.

 “We used to go to see the building and we would go 
and talk to the teachers. Then that’s when I realized that 
I wanted to be a teacher.”

 Miller attended Ithaca College and earned both his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

Because of Miller’s early exposure to academics, he 
said it was natural for him to become involved in extra-
curricular activities in high school and then college. 

“I was in a lot of after-school activities in high school 
like the Choral Arts Society, football, basketball and 
baseball,” he said.

“When I was in college, I only played on the baseball 
and basketball team.”

Miller excelled on the baseball field and landed a 
professional gig with the San Francisco Giants. 

 “I got to play professional baseball for the San 
Francisco Giants in California. I played in the minor 
league for the team,” he said.

It was when Miller injured himself while playing 
baseball that the young man re-examined his future.

“When you get injured, your season is usually over,” 
he said. “I decided to go back to school and I went and 
got my doctoral degree at Springfield College.”  

Miller’s shift back to academics eventually paved the 
way to helping students. He landed his first full-time job 
as a professor at Maryland. 

Here at WKU, he works with a diverse group of stu-
dents to enhance their educational experience through 
encouraging the embracement of diversity. 

 “We want to engage the students in academics and 
for them to work on common goals,” he said. “We made 
this program so that they can appreciate and celebrate 
the differences in life.” 

Diversity is focus 
for associate VP
By cHante’ Bean
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Youth get taste of leadership

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e

“I learned she had been in 
a work release program, jailed 
for having repeatedly gambled 
without the funds to back up 
her wagers,” Taylor wrote.

Not all, however, agree 
gambling is detrimental to 
Kentuckians.

“They are a bunch of hypo-
crites,” said David Emerson, 
associate director for student 
center operations at Western 
Kentucky University. 

 “Is bingo not gambling?  
A lot of churches have bingo 
around here.”

Emerson said he stands 
behind the governor’s push 
to pass the controversial bill 
allowing slot machines in 
Kentucky.

“It’s a way to bring in extra 
revenue for the state,” said 
Emerson.

He’s not alone.
“Slot machines are fine as 

long as they’re maintained,” 
said Jake Machin, counselor 
for WKU’s Summer Camp 
for Academically Talented 

Students (SCATS). 
“It won’t have too much of 

an affect on the community. 
Indiana isn’t too far away and 
people from Kentucky go and 
gamble there, so all in all it’s 
a good thing. We need the 
money,” said Machin. 

Jill Midkiff, spokesperson 
for the governor’s office, said 
the horse industry itself gener-
ated about $4 billion dollars a 
year for the state’s economy 
with 100,000 employees tied to 
the industry. 

“Other states have imple-
mented gambling into their 
tracks and have had great suc-
cess,” said Midkiff, who said 
the Governor estimated about a 
$300 million a year increase in 
tax revenue for the state. 

“The horse industry is our 
signature, and we don’t want 
to lose it to our competition,” 
said Midkiff.  

 Kentucky is facing intense 
competition from other horse 
racing states, proponents 
insisted. In order to secure 
the Kentucky title of “Horse 
Capital of the World,” officials 
need to take immediate action, 
said Midkiff.

Debate over casino-
style gambling has raged in 

Kentucky for years. But with 
the state in a serious slump 
financially, lawmakers are tak-
ing a closer look.

State Representative Jim 
DeCesare (R), who represents 
Warren County, however, is 
skeptical.  

“I don’t believe they will 
bring in $300 million dollars 
through gambling,” he said. 
“There are other ways we can 
help the horse industry. I’m 
trying to see what could be 
done to help.”

The lawmaker said it was a 
“constitutional issue” and also 
a means of attracting more peo-
ple to the tracks, which benefit 
the owners not the state. 

“I’m against it because 
my district is against it,” said 
DeCesare.

Eileen Arnold who works at 
WKU, agreed there are other 
ways to increase the state’s 
revenue shortfall.

 “I think the industry used 
politics to help support expand-
ing gambling. If the industry 
really needed money, I think 
another avenue they could take 
would be to raise the tax on 
tobacco and alcohol products,” 
said Arnold.  

As the political war rages 

with no end in sight, the local 
debate continues heating up on 
both sides with rallies.   

The Citizens Against 
Expanded Gambling (CAGE) 
held a rally in Frankfurt while 
the special session took place 
on June 16. CAGE is a broad 
group of citizens and organiza-
tions looking out for the best 
interest of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky, according to its 
mission statement.

“I hope we have an affect,” 
said Taylor who is a member 
of CAGE.

Those in support of the 
bill held their own rally at the 
Capital in the Rotunda June 17. 

“As of right now it’s a slip-
pery slope,” said Emerson of 
whether the bill would pass. 
“Everything is up and down. 
We’ll just see how everything 
plays out,” he said.

It might take awhile for 
Kentuckians to know the fate 
of the controversial measure.

“It’s uncertain how long the 
legislature will be in session, 
but it takes a minimum of five 
working days to pass a bill 
into law,” said Jill Midkiff, the 
governor’s spokesperson. “The 
session could take weeks,” she 
said.
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Kate Adams focuses on her on her base clarinet music at the woodwind/Brass chamber camp on June 12. the camp at western 
Kentucky university was from June 11 to June 13.

Students find fun, harmony at music camps


